
Key Largo Wastewater Treatment District 
Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Agenda Item Summary 

Meeting Date: Agenda Item Number: N-1 

March 2, 2021 

Agenda Item Type: Agenda Item Scope: Recommended Action : 

Information I Presentation Review / Discussion Discussion 

Department: Sponsor: 

Commissioner's Item Commissioner Tobin 

Subject: 

Plan Review Fee for Islamorada's Wastewater Projects 

Summary of Discussion: 

Reviewed I Approved Financial Impact Attachments 

Operations: $ 

Administration: 

Finance: Funding Source: 

District Counsel : 

District Clerk: Budgeted : 

Engineering: N/A 

Approved By: /?'/'<f6 
General Manager 

Date: 2 .,,zS-:.r./12/ 

53



 

 
 
 

6805 OVERSEAS HIGHWAY |  MARATHON |  FL  33050 
TEL (305) 289-4161 |  FAX(305) 289-4162 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Peter Rosasco, General Manager 

Cc: Nick Mulick, District Counsel 

From: Edward R. Castle, PE 

Date: February 24, 2021 

Re: Plan Review and Construction Inspection Fees for Islamorada Connections 

 
I have reviewed the ILA to determine if a design review fee or a construction/testing 
observation fee is provided for in the ILA. 
 
On page 12, Section 8(d) of the ILA, the following statement is made (emphasis added): 
 
(d) The District reserves the right to inspect the Customer's System at no 
cost to the Customer to ascertain that Customer's System is being properly 
maintained. These inspections shall be made upon three (3) days advance written 
notice delivered to Customer and at reasonable times and in such a manner as to 
least disturb the normal operation of the Customer System. The Customer hereby 
agrees to pursue and maintain diligent efforts on a regular and timely basis to 
reduce infiltration and inflow and to comply with all applicable local, state and 
federal ordinances, laws and regulations regarding infiltration and inflow correction 
or reduction as now are in effect or as enacted in the future by applicable 
regulatory authorities. 
 
In engineering, “inspect” means examination of plans and technical specifications to 
ensure proper design and planning.  “Inspect” also means witnessing construction, 
testing, etc.  In general, inspection is non-destructive examination of projects. 
 
It is clear that the intent of the ILA was to allow the District to review and observe in 
order to ensure that the design and construction of private collection systems comply with 
District, FDEP and industry standards.  However, it is also clear that the ILA intended for 
the District to absorb costs associated with such review and observation and to not pass 
expenses along to Islamorada.   
 
Islamorada has retained an engineering firm to review and approve plans and applications 
for these FDEP-permitted connections.  Their Building Department witnesses 
construction and testing. And the Engineer of Record for the private collection system 
provides a signed, sealed Condition Report certifying the construction and testing. 
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Documentation of these reviews and inspections are provide to the District as each 
project progresses.   
 
Based on the lower level of construction activity as connections are completed, and on 
the records currently being produced, it is my opinion that relying on Islamorada reviews 
and inspections will ensure that the projects are water-tight and are constructed to 
appropriate standards.  The reviews and observation by District staff could be halted at 
this time.  
 
It is recommended that the documentation provided by Islamorada and its engineers be 
reviewed by District staff to ensure that all required information is provided.  It is also 
recommended that the FDEP applications be reviewed for accuracy prior to signature by 
the General Manager.  These tasks can be done by WEC or by District staff. 
 
In summary, Islamorada’s consulting engineer and their Building Department perform 
plan reviews and construction inspections for the FDEP-permitted private collection 
systems in their service area.  It is our opinion that these reviews and inspections can 
ensure that the District is protected from I&I without plan reviews or observation by 
District staff. 
 
It is advised that WEC or KLWTD staff continue to review the FDEP Construction 
applications and Approval for Use applications to ensure accuracy prior to signature by 
the District’s General Manager.  
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