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Operations Department's request to add a second Mass Communication System 
microphone at the Operations Building on the 3rd floor. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Peter Rosasco, General Manager 

From: Edward R. Castle, PE 

Date: February 25, 2021 

Re: Fire Alarm Communications Update 

 
The Board has heard discussions of a proposed option for monitoring of alarms from the 
Fire Alarm Control Panels (FACPs) at the vacuum stations. The investigation into 
consolidation of signals was intended to determine if the annual monitoring fees could be 
reduced by consolidating the alarm signals from the vacuum stations into the FACP at the 
Operations Building at the WWTP. 
 
After review of the technical challenges of consolidating alarms, it is recommended that 
the concept of consolidation of alarms be dropped from further consideration.  The 
construction project will proceed as designed, with eight FACPs to be monitored.  There 
will be no change to the MJW contract for alarm communications. The District will  need 
to install a dedicated FACP land line for each FACP. 
 
In another matter, MJW was asked for a proposal to install an additional microphone for 
the Mass Communications System.  While the primary intent of the Mass 
Communications System is to automatically and audibly notify the personnel at the 
WWTP of alarm conditions that may occur.  The system also functions as a public 
address system for voice communications across the site.  The microphone for the system 
is located near the FACP on the first floor.  The Operations Staff have requested that a 
second microphone be installed in the operator’s Control Room on the third floor.   
 
The attached proposal for the second microphone in on the agenda for discussion.  The 
proposed change is $5,920.00 plus costs associated with travel, bonds and insurance,  
Once a firm total cost is received, Staff will bring the item back for action at the March 
16 meeting.    
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