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Good afternoon Commissioners, 

 

I am Windsor D. Coffin and I own the property at 27 Carysfort Circle North.  Today 

I stand before you in solidarity with our fellow neighbors in the hopes that a 

resolution can be found to end the ongoing wastewater situation on our street. 

As he has mentioned to you before, Mr. Robert Davis has spoken for all of us on 

Carysfort Circle at previous KLWTD Board of Commissioners meetings.  I, 

representing my home at 27 Carysfort Circle North can confirm that he had our 

permission to do so and we thank him for keeping us updated on the results of the 

meetings and discussions he has had with other people related to this issue.  But 

we now, along with our neighbors, stand individually representing our individual 

homes but united in our desire to seek a workable solution for the unique 

challenges of our “cold spot.” 

Mr. Davis has provided all his neighbors with a copy of his remarks today in 

advance.  Once again, we thank Mr. Davis.  To avoid being repetitive regarding 

points he has already made, I will state that we support and agree with his points 

on the “one size fits all” nature of the Florida Statute and the miniscule 

environmental impact of our properly functioning septic systems.  “One size fits all” 

is never as simple as one hopes and certainly these challenges are evident due to 

the unique nature of our Florida Keys.  However, the point regarding the 

vulnerability of the aerobic systems to storm surge flooding during extreme 

weather events is something that I can briefly expound on due to our location on 

our street.  We at 27 Carysfort Circle North experienced storm surge flooding over 

our entire property at a depth range of 1-3 feet.  We approximate the area above 

the location of our current septic system was under 1 ½ to 2 feet of water.  Between 

the salty flood waters destructive to mechanical components and potential 

destructive silt/sand intrusion to an aerobic system, as well as the usual flotsam 

and jetsam that are deposited through surge waters, I could add the yearly worry 



of the loss of a new $40,000-$50,000+ septic system to the list of concerns during 

Hurricane Season. 

As such, we too are more than willing to incur expense to pump out and have a 

certified engineer’s report as to the condition of our current septic tank and drain 

field.  We believe a certified functioning existing system is our best option at this 

point.  While the connection to the KLWTD sewer system would have been the best 

outcome for my property and my neighbor’s properties considering the fact as 

Monroe County taxpayers we helped foot the bill for a service that it looks like we 

will never receive.  We respectfully request that the KLWTD assist us to find a final 

workable solution and a variance might be that solution.  Echoing Mr. Davis’s 

comments once again, we too seek to have the “non-compliant” cloud removed 

from our property and the elimination of the threat of draconian fines that will 

surely cause us to lose our homes.  Thank you for your time and consideration to 

this matter.  We look forward to working together with the KLWTD to find a 

reasonable, workable solution. 

 

Windsor D. Coffin 


